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Back in 1964 I worked at IBM Endicott NY. I was assigned to the Test Equipment department to help them solve some of the Test Equipment maintance problems. One of the tasked that I was assigned was to develop a portable Oscilloscope to be used aboard Navy Submarines. As I read the specifications I realized that IBM was not structured nor organized to do this task as we were a mechanical Computing company trying to get into semiconducting computing with the IBM -360-class of computing.

I called Jim Fisher, the local Tektronix salesman and asked for an informal meeting. At that meeting in Binghamton, NY, I discussed the requirements that I was asked to make my design around. I told Jim that IBM was not in the Test Equipment Business and that I thought that Tektronix was in a much better position to help develop this portable oscilloscope, similar the Tektronix 535 model capability with a CA-preamp, that would run on battery power, and have a mobile stand, and could be lowered through a hatch the size of a torpedo tube by one man.
I told Jim that if he could go back to his home office in Beaverton, Organ and see what a test equipment company could do to help both of us out. And I asked him to get back to me with a proposal or an idea how to approach the design problem. I also told him that if IBM liked what he would come up with, there was a possibility that IBM would buy dozens, hundreds or more of them.
Jim took a copy of my requirements and said that he would see what he could do.

I heard back from Jim in about 30 days and he said that he had something that he wanted to show me. When he showed up he had a prototype of Tektronix idea of what they were going to propose.

Tektronix did not make the miniature components as part of the standard test equipment line son they sought the help from a Japanese company to get the miniature components for the proto type. It looked like (Fig 1).
We liked the prototype even though it did not meet our entire requirement at that time, but once IBM management saw what was proposed it lead to a preliminary contract to develop the Oscilloscope.
This first of its kind, soon lead to a total new test equipment line for Tektronix. 

The Tektronix Portable Scope 405 was the prototype and it soon became the 430 mobile oscilloscope line of products. 
The Tektronix Portable Scopes[edit]
[1] In the 1960s Tektronix introduced the relatively compact 450 series, starting with the 453.
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A Tektronix model 475A portable analog oscilloscope is a typical instrument of the late 1970s.

The 453 became the 454, it was not long before the 460 series, the 470 series, and the 480 series were a part of the catalog. Each upgrade meant wider bandwidth and better triggering. This was still a heavy little scope, and the chassis was complicated and expensive to build. With the 2000-series, that all changed, starting in the 1980s.

Notable with these portable models is the abundance of offerings and option choices. From 500 kHz bandwidth all the way to 400 MHz. In 1988, prices started at about $2000, and went to $12,000+ for the 2467 with MCP CRT, all with 2 to 4 channels. Weight went from a light 3.5 lbs for the diminutive 212 all the way to 24 lbs for the 2467. Still, a lot lighter that a 547.

These scopes come in many different models and the differences between them are not very clear.

I lost track of Jim Fisher, but I heard that he move up the Tektronix management chain and I moved into Aerospace where I was helpful in developing 28 to 30 of the Aerospace and Defense Systems we use today.
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