Uetober 13, 1931,

Dry Cebe Bkinner, President,
Aslelokie

¢/o Westinghouse Blec, & kfge Cos,
Last Pittsburgh, Pa.

iy dear Doctor Skinners

Won't you please pwepare for ELECTRICAL
SHGLUBERING a few brief paragraphs setting forth your
personal views as to what the life and activities of g
Thomas A, Edison have meant to the engineer, in particular
perhaps, the electrical engineer and the AcleBek."

1 have written to Prank J, Sprague and 5lihu
Thomsor asking that they give me a few interesting anec~-
dotes besed upon their perscnal association with iy, Edison,
and 1 have written to W.S, Lee, 4.1, Pupin, Harris Je+ Byan,
EeWe Rice, Jry, Joim &4 Carty, Culs Mailloux, Gano Dunn,
Lewis Be Btill%ell, Charles F. Scott aud C.Cs Chesney, as
epresentative members of the fraternity of past-presidents
of the Aslsbebie, ashing them to give we a very, very brief
statement based upon their own personal experience and
opinlon, and built arcund the general guestione- what do
you cousider to be Edison's greatest contribution teo mankind,

and why?

it 1s my hope te correlate these various items
advantagecusly for publieation in a timely issue of BELECTRICAL
BRCLIKBERING. Thus it is that I am writing to you asking for
a few comuments which 1 can use as a forerunner to the others
menticned, 1 have asked ur. Thomson and ur, Sprague to keep
the length of their remarks as far below £50 words as pogsi-
ble, and asked all the others to limit thelr remarks to 75
words, or 100 words at the asbsolute maximums Therefore, as
a target to sheoot at 1 would suggest 200 words for your re-
quested countribation,

i realize that this is imposing upon you sone-
what of an unusual burden, and a task perhaps not at all
Pleasant in some of its ramifications., ievertheless, we
must be prepared to meet the situation and your cocperation
will be deeply appreciated,
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ﬂ.fs‘;IERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET
NEwW YORK

TELEPHONE PENNSYLVANIA 6-2220
CABLE, CYANDRIC

CHARLES E.SKINNER, PRESIDENT

East Pittsburgh, Pa.
October 14, 1931

Mr. G. Ross Henninger, Associate Editor
American Institute of Electrical Engineers
33 West 39th Street, New York City

Dear Mr. Henninger:

Some days ago I was asked to prepare a statement for the
press in regard to Mr. Edison. As I have never even seen Mr.
Edison I have no personal contacts or contributions to meke.

I am enclosing herewith a slightly modified copy of a state-
ment which I turned over to the press last week. I trust this

will be satisfactory for your purpose.

Very truly yours,

' CES:EB

Enclosure

)07{/
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/LEE ENGINEERING CORPORATION

T TR

538 FIFTH AVENUE _ \WER BUILDING

CHARLOTTE,N. C.

Charlot N. Cqy
October 19, 1931,

-

= N\
Mr, Ross Heminger, Asso, Editor, € 41:) /
ELE ICAL INEERING,
33 flest 39th Btreet,

York, .

Dea®r Sir:
¥ S pe N A
S I have » favor of Og r 10th end
have replied~es I havé—~just urne my office
t 0 2 — T ».._\'

W.S.LE E"“"-I consider Mr. Hdison's greatest contri-
bution to mankind was in teaching all of us to work --
he thoroughly proved that almost any problem can be
solved by indefatigable work.

the above



EDISON

At this time one is prompted to dwell
upon the versatile achievements of Mr. BEdison,
but that is a very long task.

The inventioq of the phonograph, and through
it the possible preservation of the spoken word of
man, will, I believe, by future generations be
recognized as his greatest practical accomplishment
and his greatest gift to humanity. It is unique
among human inventions. Its originality has mnever
been gquestioned. The world has always recognized

it as the work of Mr. Edison and of him alone.



THE BEN-GROSVENOR INN
POMFRET, CONN.

Ewis B, STILLWELL—"

greatest contribution to mankind was

<iEdisons'

the incandescent lamp and the eentral station for supplying

electricity through feeders and mains to adJacant tarxltory ‘5

(%ext to this achlevement his greategt contr;butlon,

rerhaps, has been the stimulus of his example. His simplicity

of life, his untiring industry’and his infimite patience in

overcoming difficulties have been an inspiration to countless

workers in the field of applied science.




4 ss Henninger, Esq., Assog#a i
‘Electrical Dnglneed*“

Dear Hr.

uptil thep#13th, and I gMge below a paragraph on Mr.
as you request.

GAN@ D()”#‘*If for no other reason, Edison will be

| l S 1mmortal ab the first man to record and reproduce

S

human speech. His contributions to electrical
generation, distributiog}and illumination, without
including the invention of the phonograph, place

his name among the great ones of the earth.

AR AT

<:In his death I 10886 an ingpriation and

a-kind personal friend from boyhood, whose youth and

vitality of personality blazed to the 1ast as a llﬂht s

to the world, undimmed by 84 years.™

Sincerely yours,

gﬂ/buo /()7‘-/0%




t I yas gldd to do as follows R

Hvﬁ#ﬂi T, RYAM— R

Mr Edison was much more than the inventor of the incandescent hmp,

’V’ the phonograph,and the motion picture. He will rank forever with
the greatest practical explorers of the feasibles and permissibles
that determine human welfare and happiness on this earth. He did
a lion's share of the work that will forever digzzf;guish the trans-
19 2000
ition from the mineilseenih to the fie~imatiedl century. He was

a philosophe*who, by his example)taught millions the glory of unre-

mitting toi%3 riemre
human family. é;%—%%&95&~ﬁ

tenninger
itor, Electrical Engineering
39-th 8t.

Mr G Ros
Associa
AT ?,
NEW



;fﬁe of the electrical engineering fraternity

deeply regret the loss of our great American
inventor, Thomas A, Edison., As his principal

electrical ausistant from 1887 to 1894: v
= 0.0 G LA e ;:_,:.’ “‘ ‘.»';’, oF: ‘ v,»,"‘ 2 1t my

U ey

prlvileme to work with him dall%géuzghﬁ_jhai—-

Feried, (Fis ereat emergy and enthusiasm made

those years very happy and memorable to me,
As a chief, he was always inspiring, encouraging,
and sympathetic, and all of us at the laboratory
revered and loved him, We forgot obstacles and

even the passage to time,in our work under the

q
direction of his grand personality. Jyﬁj[h
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sundoubtedlyl

Edlson's greatest contribution to the comforts of

the incandescent electricefl lighting

higeas [ filement-dn-wacuuo®. |

experiences in the course of developing the incandescent filament auu&
y% blography of—Bdésen will be complete without these reminiscen-

'“dison always

loved to reminisce about his wonderful

ces. This development work, crossed .at every step by almost

insnrmountable difficulties, 1llustrates better than anything

else Edison's genius.

Referring to these difticulties Edison

sald once that genius means a little inspiration and a great

deal of perspiration. He was a great inventor, but he was also

a great personality, the unique combination of the two will

never be

forgotten.
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Tho! A, ison

LC.E.SKINNE R =
/ Akae name of Thonmas A. Edigon and the development of

‘the electrical industry are and will be inseparable. He
was the outstanding piomeer in the electric lighting and
power industry. His contributions to the electrical art,
a8 well as to many other subjects, have been continuous
for more than fifty yeers. His research has been

characterized by tireless energy and a mind which led him

to try methods and meterials for the attaining of his

objectives which|would{perhaps|never be thought of by the

average research worker. He was unhampered by traditions

In his passing the electrical

industry loses its greatest pioneer and the world loses




Uetober 21, 1921

HI’. w‘s. Ilee,
WeSs Lee Engineering Corps,
Charlotte, ks C,

Dear lr, Leet

Thank you very much indeed for your letter
of Uctober 19 and your comments concersing ir, Edison sube-
mitted in response to my request of Uctober 10.

1 regret very much indeed that your comments
could not be used as contemplated in the Hovember issue
of BLECTRICAL ENGINEER1NG. They became available a few
nours after our schedule forced us to close the foras for
that issue.

tiowever, 1 very much appreciate your kind
spirit of cooperation,

Very truly yours,

Gs Ross Henninger,
Associate Editor,



Vetober 23, 1831,

ire CeEs Skinner, President, Aslelels,
¢/o Westinghouge Llec, & ufg. Cosy
Last PittSbursh’ Pa.

¥y dear #r. Skinner:

Thark you very kindly indeed for your
contribution of Uctober 14 in response to my request
of Ueteber 10,

The interesting statements vwhich you
kindly contributed concerning #r. Bdison have beeu
prepared for inclusion in the lovember issue of
ELECTRICAL ELGIHEER1EG.

Your cooperation in this matter is deeply
apprecisted,

Yours very truly,

Ge Ross Henninger,
Aggociate Editor.



TELEPHONE ALGONQUIN 3074

CABLE: "MAILLOUX™ NEW YORK

CODES: BENTLEY, GENERAL, A.B.C,
LIEBER. MCNEILL4

Devember 5th,1931. ] (0

Yr. G. Foss Henninger,
Assecinte Editory In reference to:
ELRCTRICAL ENGINEERING, FDISON.
33,Mest 3Sth Street,
New York.

My dear Wr. Henningery
Your letter of October 10th was received during my
absence from the city.

It is e difficult erder to fill to undertake to say
aaybhing about Edison in the space of 75 to 100 words. The enclesed"item"is
the best thet I cen do. It is not becmuse I lack informetien, but because it
would be so difficult te assort my knowledge and say just whet I believe and
mean . When I first came inte touch with Edison, nearly 50 years ago, I vas
doing editerial work for an electrical publicatien vhich aftemards beceme "THR
EERCTRICAL WORLD",( of which, incidentally, I vas the first editor). You can
understand that I had epportunities anfl facilities for gathering much informetien
and news about electrical men and things. Ny colleetien of "data™ therefore
reaches back quite & distance in the past. Seme of the stories sre geod, some
less good. My views and conclusiens as to men #nd things are naturally influenced
by all that has come te my knewledge about them,

Tt ds easier to fall in line then to fall sutof it.
I cen stay in line by using the seft npedal and the loud pedael;here and theres

Very truly yours,
r

C;qf?ﬁlgkﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂl—ra
CeOiMailloux,




EDISON.

T™dison's systematic, painstaking metheds of approaching ard selving problems
remind us of hie own definition cf genius, = ten per cent "inspirationand ninety
per cont "perspiration”~-, and of the elder definitien a; being "aacapioity for
taking infinite pains". He had superabundant "inppirstienlwith a cepacity fer
taking pains that defied"perspiration“and fatigues. His method called for an im-
mense amount of patience,npplication,tenacity of pufpese, and all the multifar-
ious gifts and qualities of brain and mind sssociated with and underlying these

traits. He peossessecd them #l1l. in abundance. That iz why and how he achieved fame.
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