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=« The late John V. L. Hogan, one of the founders and a

past president of the Institute of Radio-Engineers, is credited
with the statement that the institute “can well be considered
to be the Federal body which unites an increasing number
of autonomous professional groups.”

Dr. Hogan's observation could be brought up to date by

saying that the IRE, when merged with the American Insti-|

tute of Electrical Engineers, will be an international federa-
tion of professional groups.

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers,
which will sprout from the expected merger between IRE
and AIEE; will be a worldwide organization. It is expected
that the I Triple E will rest upon a base made up of its
Professional Technical 'Groups. These will be, within the
merged organization, the equivalent of the present IRE pro-
fessional groups. j
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. The success of the professional group concept is probably
what has made the IRE so successful in a world of changing
scientific concepts. It seems to be the main force which holds
100,000 members (many with varying interests except for a
common preoccupation with the electron) together.

" The introduction of the professional group system in
1948 was an almost revolutionary move for the. institute.
It provided for groups within IRE along. lines of technical
specialization of the members.

~ ' Officials of IRE state that “The successful development
of the professional group system is proving to be an effective

‘means of counteracting the centrifugal tendencies that other-|:

wise might have accompanied the rapid expansion of . the in-
stitute.” i : Tuileg iz il

" .In other words, there would have been a number of spin-
offs from the Institute if the professional group idea had not
been made to work. Instead of having one organization with
about 100,000 members, we might otherwise have had many
technical Societies in this industry and the strongest would
probably have had abou& 10,090 me};nbers. :

Under the professional group system, IRE members who

are interested in a specific technical field join together and
‘elect a chairman,. vice-chairman and administrative com-
mittee. They hold meetings either of a national type or come
together as chapters associated with an IRE section.
.~ There are now 29 professional groups within IRE and
their size and history is shown in the table below which isa
slightly edited version of one that appeared in the 50th An-
niversary Issue of the Proceedings of the IRE in May:

PROFESSIONAL GROUP MEMBERSHIP

At End of Year No. of Groups Total Paid Members
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el =N TR et

1950 a0 ‘ ;
11951 MGl :
1952 DT 12,482

441953 Hbup i e 20 e 21,797
i opd TR 2L 28,158

1955 : 23 36,562
. 1956. .24 53,015
1961 29 87,0680

The future of the merged organization may hinge upon
tHe success or failure of the Technical Professional Groups.,
If they work, the parent organization has a fine chance to bev
auceessful.: . s : -

Defense & Aerospace
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Telstar telemetry da
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Systems Y
Federal spaces agency’s decision t
use * lunar 'orbital rendezvous for
the - manned mission to the moon,
Sperry Gyroscope. Co. told of its
new laser doppler radar system to
measure velocities ‘as little as
0.0001 inch per second in space. [14]

The challenge to the electronics
industry posed by Mariner I was
dramatically illustrated by its need
too approach within 10,000 miles
of Venus and transmit all data
within 30 minutes. The space trip
will take 100-140 days. [16]

Government Procurement
A House Committee cleared Col-
lins Radio Co. of any wrong-doing
in the case of Rep. Earl Wilson
(R.Ind.) versus the Navy. The
Congressman had charged impro-

.prieties in the awarding of a sole-

source procurement contract to
Collins for Marine Corps UHF
radio sets. [17] . i
The giant Nova rocket moved
another step on its journey into
space with the awarding of twin
study contracts- by the Federal
space- agency. Receiving the §$1

| million pacts were General Dynam-:

ics Astronautics and Martin-Mari-
etta Corp. [171 - - 7
Awards of contracts by Govern-
ment agencies and prime contrac-
tors. {171 . :

Communications :
Television manufacturers, in gen-
eral, hope to have enough time to
engineer and field test TV sets with
all-channel tuners before the man-

‘| datory switchover to UHF-VHF|-
tuners becomes effective, a survey

Following ‘in the ~wake of the.

held at the:University of Roche
301 - el i :
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technica] agreements. [32]

Purchasing recoxds of a coc
ative society are now being |
essed by 4 data processing sy
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Data Topigs column, [35]

Componen

Fairchild Se@iconductor wil
gin production ef its planar 1
sistor line in the United Kin,
around the end @f the year.
firm is currently king for a
plant. The new ‘{acility wi
known as- S.G.S. ‘Fairchild,
and will be managed by Dr. J
Kendall. [36] . %

Bowmar Instrumen&has fo
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manufacture military and indu
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New Components. [40]
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