Thomas A. Edison

(A’84, M "84, member for life) -
Honorary Member 1928
John Fritz Medalist 1908

THOMAS Alva Edison, the outstanding
inventor in the history of the electrical
industry, was born at Milan, Ohio, Feb-
ruary 11, 1847. The following minute,
adopted by the Institute’s board of direc-
tors shortly after Mr. Edison’s death,
indicates briefly the tremendous scope of
his activity: “The physical life of Thomas
Alva Edison, world benefactor, ended on
Sunday, October 18, 1931. The spiritual
benefits of his contributions to humanity
continue to live. His genius, vision, pa-
tience, persistence, industry, and widely
diversified talents, which brought to frui-
tion many of his conceptions, have con-
tributed greatly to the comfort, conveni-
ence, and happiness of mankind, and his
achievements constitute a great incentive
and inspiration to those who follow. In
particular, his invention of the incandes-
cent electric lamp and his conception, more
than 50 years ago, of the combination of a
central generating station with a suitable
distributing system for electrical energy,
firmly establish him as the founder of the
electric lighting industry of the world. He
was the outstanding world leader in the
group of inventors, scientists, and engi-
neers whose achievements in technology
have produced great social and economic
benefits, including the employment, in use-
ful occupations throughout the civilized
world, of tens of thousands of men and
women. He was respected and admired
by his associates who cherish their memory
of his ability, simplicity, and other personal
characteristics. Mr. Edison was, in 1884,
one of the signers of the call for the organi-
zation meeting of the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers, and he was elected
a vice-president at the first election of offi-
cers; later he was elected an Honorary
Member. His achievements caused a group
of his associates and friends to establish
the Edison Medal, iwhich is now awarded
annually by this Institute.”

THOMAS A. EDISON

JECTRICAL ENGINEERING

-y J’,-g/,

Llec.

A7 (93 ¢

M



